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My, Francis Vernons Letter, written to the Publifber Januar.10th,
167%, giving a fhort account of fome of his Qbfervations in bhis
Travels from Venice throagh Iftria, Dalwatia, Greece, and the
Archipelago, to Swyrna, where this Letter was written.

S 1R,

I Muft beg your excufe for not having written to you in fo long
afpace: Thelittlereft I have had,and the great unfetlednefs
of my condition is the reafon. Neither have I now any great
Curiofities to impart to you ; only fome fimall circumftances of
my Journey I will run over.

Ffff From

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to /2
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). STOR

WwWw.jstor.org



(576 )

From Venice 1 fet out with thpfe Gallies which carried their
Ambafladour that went for the Part.  We touch’t at moft of the
confiderable Townsof Iffriaand Dalmatiaby the way. Inlfria
we faw Pola,an ancient Republick. There remains yctan Amphi-
theatreentire : Itis of two ordersof Tufean Pillars, placed one
overancther, and the lower Pillars ftand on pedeftals, whichis
not ordinary ; for, commonly they have nothing but their Bafes
tc fupport them  There is, befides a Temple dedicated to Rome
and Augaftus , a Triumphal Arch, builtby a Lady of the family
of the Sergiz, in honour of fome of her kindred , which com-
manded in thefe Countries 3 befides feveral Inferiptions and an-
cient Monuments, whichare in divers parts of the Town.

In Dalmatia | {aw Zahara, which is now the Metropolis of
the Country. It wasanciently called Fadera, IU's now very well
fortified, being encompals’d on three fides with the Sea , and that
part which is toward the land extreamly advantaged by all the
contrivances of Ar:, havingaCaltle and a Rampart of very lofty
haftions to guard it. I found here feveral ancient Infcriptions,
by me copied, which will not find room in the compafs of a Let-
ter. We paft in fight of Zebenico, and faw three Forts, which be-
long to 1he Town, St. Nicobo, St. Gioanns, and la Fortezza Vecchia ;
but we went not a fhore. That which is moft worth fteing in
Dalmatia, is Spalatro; where is Disclefiam’s Palace, a vaft and
frupendous fatrick, in which he made hisrefidence, when he re-
treated from the Empire, It is as bigas the whole town ; for the
whole town indeed is patch’t up outof its ruines, and is faid by
fome 1o take its name from it.  Thebuilding is maffive; thereis
within itan entire Temple of Fapiter, eight-fquare, with roble
Porphyrie pillars , and Cornice, worth any bodies admirarion.
Thereis a Court before it, adorned with eEgyptian pillars of
that ftone called Pyropoicilos , and a Tewple underit, now dedi-
cated to Sta Lucia 3 and up and down the Town feveral fragments
of Antiquity, with Infcriptionsand ather things, worth taking
notice of.

Four miles from Spalatre is Salina, which fhews the ruines of a
great Town.  Aboutas much farther from Salona ftands Qiffaup-
ona rocky Hill, aneminent Fortrefs of the Vemetians, which is
here the frontier again{t the Turk ; from whence they repu {t him.
in their late wars with great honour, I was at Lefiza, where is

nothing
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nothing very remarkable ; but Bémdi, that hath written our Eng-
lith Hiftory, was of it. Trasisancient, and hathgood marks of
its being fo. Here I fpoke with Dotor Stafiles, who pu: cur
that fragment of Petronims drbiter 5 and 1 faw his Mayu-
fcript,

1 was in the harbour of Ragufi, but notin the town, Lecaufe
we made no ftay there.  From hence we paft the guli of Lwdua,
and faw the Mountains of Antivari, the Plain of Durazzo and
Apollonia, and came to Safino a fmall Ifland, from wheace we
could fee the town of Valona, and the mountains deroceraunii |
which are very near, and are now called Mountains of Chi-
mara.

I ftay'd afortnight in Corf#, and had time to view al] that was
confiderableinthe Ifland, particularly the Gardens of Alcinoss,
that is, the place where they are fuppofed to have been, now cal-
led Chryfida s a moft delicious fcituation: The ancient Pore, now
called Nirgsddra(ou , and feveral foundations of ancicnt fabricis.
In Zante 1 was likewifea fortnight , where [ faw buc ltittle of
Antiquity : What i1s Modern, isvery flourifhing , and the I{land
richand plentiful.

I went from Zante to Patras, atown in Achaia, of good note
among the Ancients. Near it 1sa great Mountain, mention'd by
Homer by the name of Petra Olenia.  In the town are feveral
maflive ruines, which few there know how to give any account of,
There are the remains of a large Church, dedicated to St. dndrea,
who, they fay, was Martyr’d there.  Thisis the firit town I faw
onthe Continent of Greece. The Plain about it is very fruitful,
full of {prings and rivolets; finely wooded with O.ive-trees,
Cyprefies,Orange and Lemon-trees. The Citrons here are counted
among the beft of the Turkifh Empire, and are fent for Pre-
fents to Conflantineple, So are all their Fruits in very good
efteem.

In dthens 1 have fpent twe months, Nextto Rome I judge ic
the moft worthy to ke feen for Antiquities of any I have yec
beenat. The Temple of Minervais asentire asthe Rotunda, 1
was three times in it,and took all the dimeniicns, with what exa&-
vefs I could ; bue it is difficult, bécaufe the Caftle of Athens,in
which it ftands, is a garrifon , and the Turks are jealous, and bru-
tifhly barbarous, if they take notice that any meafures jt. The
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length of the Cella or Body of the Temple without fide,
is 168 Feet Thefe meafures you may rely
The breadth = 71§ Englith.2 on, asexaé to ;a foor.
The Portico, of the Dorique Order, which runs round it, hath
8 Pil'ars in front, 17 on the fides; the length of the Porticois
230 feet Englith. I have taken all the dimenfions within, with
thofe of the meovads and Portico’s; but they are too long fora
Letter. The fufte or fhaft of the Pillars is 194 feet in circumfe-
rence: The Intercolumninm , 1% of the diameter of the pil-
lars.

The Temple of Thefens is likewife entire, but ’tis much lefs,
though builtafter the fame model : The length of its cella 1s buc
73 feet, the breadth, 26, The whole length of the Portico, which
goes round it, 123 feet, "Tisa Dorigue building, asis that of the
o Minerva. Both of themareof white Marble.

About the Cornice ontheoutfide of the Templeof e Minerva
isa baffo relzevo of men on horfeback, others inChariots 5 and
a whole proceffion of peoplegoing toa facrifice of very curious
feulprure.  On the Front is the hiftory of the Birth of M-
nBerva, ‘

Inthe Temple of Thefens on the Front within-fide the Portico,
at the Weft-end | is the battie of the Cestanri ; and at the Eaft-
end feems to bea Continuation of that hiftory : But there are fe-
veral figures of Women, which feem to be Pirithous’s Bride, and
thofe other Ladies which were at the wedding.  On the outfide
the Pertico, in the fpaces between the Trrgl]plyi, arefeveral of the
prowefles of Thefews, moft in Wreltling with feveral perfons, in
which he excelled : All his poftures and locks are expreft with
oveat art,  Others are Monfters, which he is made encountring
with, as the Bull of Marathen, the Bear of Calydon,crc.

There isa Temple of Hercaules,around fabrick, only of fix feet
diameter , but neat architefture. The Pillarsare of the Corin-
thian order, which fupport an Archi-trave, and Frife, wherein are
done in relievo the Labours of Hercules. Thetopis but one ftone,
wrought like a Shield, witha flower on the outfide, which rifeth
like a plume of Feathers.

There is yet ftanding the Téwer of Andyonicus Girrbeftes,which
isan Otogone, with the figures of 8 Winds, which are large, and
of good workmanfhip ; and the names of the Winds remain le-
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gible in fair Greek characters, (where a Houfe, which is built a-
gainft it on one fide, does not hinder 5) as dmawms, dess, Bopsas,
oupay,{sove@° Each Wind placed againft its quarter in the heavens ;
and the roof is made of little pianks of Marble,broad at botrom,
and which meet all ina point at top, and make an obtufe pyramid
of fome 32 or 36 fides,

Thereis a delicate Templeof the Comigue order in the Caltle,
whether of Pandrofos , or whom, I cannot tell ; but the work
was moft fine, and all the ornaments moft accurately engraven :
The Length of this Temple was 67 F
The Breadth g g reet

Thefe Pillars which remain of a Portico of the Ewperour 4+
driam, are very [ately and noble : They are of the Corinthian or-
der, and above s2 fect inheighe, and 19 % in circumference : They
are cancllate ; and thereare now ftanding feventeen of them,with
part of their Cornice onthe top, The building, to which they be-
longed, I meafured the Area of, asnearas I could conjeéture ;
and found it near a thoufand feev in lengeh, and about fix bundred:
and eightyin breadih.

Without the Town, the Bridge over the Fliffus hath three
arches, of folid ftone-work : The middlemoft 1s near 20 feet
broad. There isthe fadium yettobe feen, whofe length [ mea-
fured, and found it 630 feet, near to what the precife meafure of a
Stadium ought to be, viz.625.

Towards the Southern wall of the Caftle there are the remains
of the Theater of Bacehus, with the Portico of Esmenes, which is
near it; the femi-diameter, which is the right Sine of the demi-
circle whichmakes the Theatre, is about rgo feet. The whole
Body of the Scene, 256. Monfieur de le Guilliotiere in that Book
he hath written of Athens, hath made a Cut of a Theatre,, which
he calls that of Bacchws 4 which is a meer fancy and invention of
hisown, nothing like the Natural one, which by the Plan, he has
drawnof the Town, I judge he did not know. I give you this
one hint, that you may not be deceived by that Book , which is
wide from truth; as will appear to any body who fees the reality,
though to one who hath not feen it, it feems plaufibly writeen,
I have dwelt long on dthens, but yet have faid nothing. This
Town alone deferves a whole Book to difcourfe of it well, which
now I have neither time nor room to do ; but I have Memorials

by.
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by me of all I faw; which one day, if it pieafe God,I may fhew
you,

Thebes is alarge Town,but I found few Antiguitiesinit, ex-
cepting fome Infcriptions and Fraguents of tae Gld Wall, and
one Gate, which, they fay, was'eft by Alexander , when he de-
molifh'e the reft, [t isabout fome fitty miles diftaut from Athens,
as I judge.

Coriunth is two daies journey diftant : the Cafile or’Axgorien 86~
is ftanding, whichis very large, The mainof the Town 1s de-
molifk’t, and the houfes, which now are fcatici’d, and a great di-
ftance from one another. So is Arges, wLich to go round would be
fome four or five miles, as the houfes now ftand ; bu. if they ftood
together, they would fcarce exceed a good Vi.iage. Napolo della
Rumilia isa large town, and full of Inhabitants , and the Bafha of
the Mprea refides there : [t is but very few leagues diftant from
drgos.

Spareais quite forfaken ; and Mefira is the Town which isin-
habited , four miles diftant from it. But cne fees great ruines
thereabout ; almoft all the Walls, feveral towers and foundacions
of Temples with pillars and chapitres demolifh’c: A Theatre
pretty entire, It might have been anciently fome five miles in
compafs ; and about a quarter of a mile diftant from the River
Eurotus, The Plainof Sparta and of Laconia is very fruicful,and
long, and well watered. [t willbe about eighty miles in length,
as | judge. The Mountains on the Weft-fideof it very high, the
higheft I have yet feen in Greece; the Maniotes inhabit them,
But the Plain of Calamatta, whichanciently was that of Meffene,
feems rather richer.  Corone is veryabundant in Olives. Navar-
yino, which is efteem*d the ancient Pyls, hath a very firong Caftle,
fortified by the Tarks, and & the beft Portin all the Morea,  Al-
pheus is much the beft River, and the deepelt, and with great rea-
fonextolled by all the ancient Poets , and chofen for the feat of
the Olympick Games forits very pleafant. The Plains of E/is
are very goodly and large, fit to breath Horfes in,and for hunting s
butnot fo fruitful as that of _drges and Meffene 5 which are all
riches. The belt Woods 1 faw in Peloponnefus are thofe of 4-
chaia, abounding with Pines and wild Pear , the Iex and
Efeulus-trees, and, where there runs water, with Plase-
trees.

Arcadia
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Areadiaisavery goodly Champain, and fullof Cartle, butis
all encompaft with Hills, which are very rough and unhewn.
Lepanto is very pleafantly feated on the Gulf, which runsup as far
as Corinth ; and without the Townis one of the fineft Fountains
1 (aw in Greece , very rich in veins of Water, and fhaded with
huge Plane-trees; not inferiour in any thing to the Spring of
Caftalia on Mount Parnaffus, which runs through Delphos except
in this, that one was chofen by the Mufes, an& the othernot 3 and
Poetical fancies have given immortality to the one, andnever
mentioned the other,

Delphos it felf is very ftrangely fcituated on a rugged hill , to
which you have an afcent of fome two or three leagues ; and yet
that isnotaquarter of the way to come up to the Pique of Par-
nafJus,onthe fide of whichhiilit ftands. It feems very barren to
theeye; butthe Fruitsare very good, where thereare any.  ‘The
Wines areexcelient, and the Plants and Simples, which are found
there, very fragrant and of great efficacy.

About Lebadia, and all through Beotia, the Plains are very fer-
tile,and make amends for the barrennefs of the Hills which encom-
pafs chem: But in Winter they are apt to be overflown for thac
reafon, and to be turn'd into Lakes ; which renders the Beotiasn
Air very thick, andfo were their Skulls too, if the Ancients may
be believed concerning them; though Pimdar , who was one that
fublimated Poetry to its higheft exaltation, and is much fancied
and imitated in our Age, as he was admired in his own, was bora
there: And Amphion, who was faid to be fo divine in his Mufick,
that he ravifht the very ftones, had skill enough to entice them to
makeup the Walls of Thebes : So that not every thing that’s born
in a dull Air,is dull, Thefe Vales I found much planted with Gorzon,
and Sefamum,and Cummin,of which they make great profit and a
great trade at Thebesand Lebadia,

I went from Thebes into the I{land of Ewbes or Negropont, and
faw the Ewripas, which ebbs and flows much after the nature of our
Tides ; omly the Moon, and fometimes Winds,make it irregular. The
Channel, which runs between the Town,and a Caftle,which ftands
inan Ifland overagainft it, is fome fifty feet broad 5 and there are
three Mills onit, whichfhew all the changes and varieties that
happen in the Current.Near the Euripus and oppofite to the Town,
they thewa Porr, which they fay was Aulis, and it is not impro-

bable ;
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bable; for it muftbe thereabouts. Between Negropont and thens
isa highHill, called Apouarier, formerly very dangerous, but now
guarded by Albanefes : It is pare of Mount Parnaffe; and near it on
the lefc hand lies Mount Penmtelicns , from whence the Athenians
anciently fetche their Stone,and now there isa Convent of Caliers's
there, one of therichelt of all Greece.

1In going from 4¢thens by Sea, | embarqued in a Port, which lies
jult by Munichia: That which they call Porto Pyreo lies behind it
a mile diftant, which is a large Port, able to contain 500 Veflels.
There are the ruins of the Town yet remaining, and of cthe walls,
which joyn’d it to the City of Athens. 1 fai'ed by Porto Phalero,
the anciert Havenof dthens, which is rather a Road than a Pore.
1 faw an Ifland called @&, where the dthenians had anciently
Mines. I wenta fthore onthe Promontory of Sumium, to view the
remains of the Temple of Ménerve, which ftood on it. Hencel
failed among the [fles of the drchipelago, Macronefia, Thermea, Ser-
phanto, Siphanto, ulllcameto Melp. From Melo] failed through
the Cycladesto comehither. I palt by Andros, Tenos, Mycone, Delos;
Naxiaand Paros1fawatadiftance We failed near the Northern
Cape of Sio, and the Southern of Mytilene or Lefbos , and fo came
into the Gulf of Smyrna. Within this Gulf ftands Bur/a near fome
fmall {lands, which is judged to be the ancient Clezomene 5 Foja,
which s the fame with the ancient Phocea : Near this the River
Heymwus difcharges it felf into this Gulf,

Inthis my Journey I had fome mifadventures s My Companion,
Sir Giles Eaffcourt, dyed by the way. At Sea [ was plunder'd by the
Serplﬂ'ote:, where I loft all my Letters, and Yoursamong the reft,
which you fent to My Lord Ambaffadour at Conftantinsple, and Con-
fisl Rycant , whom I find here a very civil and knowing Gentleman,
and am much obliged to him for his favours.

Thave been as curious as I could in taking the latitudesof fome
remarkable places: Asl find them, I fhall give them you:

Gr, m, Gr.
Avbens— 38. 5. Patras 38. 40.
Corinth—- 38. 14, Delpbos ——38. 50,
Sparta — 37. 10. Thebes 38, 22.
Negropont or Chalcis—38. 31

Corone — 37. 2.

T defire you to prefent my humble Services to the Gentlemen of the
Royal Society, 1 am, &,
Adverti-



